OUR GOAL

To achieve a par-
asite prevalence
of less than 10%
and reduce mor-
tality attributable
to malaria to less
than 50 deaths
per 1,000 live-
births by 2025
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State Governors Commit to end Malaria

State Governors and key
stakeholders in Delta,
Ogun, Taraba and Yobe
States have made com-
mitments to support ac-
tivities that will lead to the
elimination of malaria in
the country.

These were in response to
advocacy visits by the Na-
tional Malaria Elimination
Programme (NMEP) and
Partners to provide up-
dates on malaria pro-
grams and activities in
their respective States.
The Executive Governor of
Taraba State, Arc. Darius
Dickson Ishaku specifically
committed to supporting
the last mile distribution
(LMD) component of the

30 SEPT 2021

SMC campaigns, flagging off the SMC campaign in the
state, and ccontinuing to provide support for malaria con-
trol in Taraba state.
In the same vain, His Excellency, the Executive Governor
of Ogun state , Prince Adedapo Oluseun Abiodun who
was represented
by the Deputy
- lGovernor, Engr.
Mrs Noimot Sa-
lako- Oyedele,
stated that the
PR state will fill all

: 3 2 the identified

) gaps in the ma-
Governor Okowa of Delta State with Advocacy team k
laria control ac-

tivities through counterpart funding arrangement, pro-
vide security for ITN campaign personnel, air jingles for
ITNs campaign in the state, and ensure distribution of
ITNs in all the LGAs. Similar sentiments were expressed by
the Delta State Government.

Similarly, the Yobe state government through the Deputy
Governor of the state, Mr Mamman Bello Ali, who
represented the Executive Governor of the state, Mai
Mala Buni, said Yobe state government will do the
needful as it concerns the State's responsibility un-
der GF grant. He directed the Hon. Commissioner for
Health and his team to ensure the State Government
promptly redeems all the state's commitments as

] required and also ensure continuous support for the
. malaria programme. Continued on page 2
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Yobe Dep Governor responding to the Advocacy team
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State Governors Commit Cont’d

Additionally, key stakeholders
in Delta State such as Ministries

Team with Yobe Deputy Governor

of Information, Chieftaincy
Affairs, Budget, and Women
Affairs have also pledged to
contribute their quota to elimi-
nating malaria in the State.

The Commissioner, Delta State
Ministry of Finance, represent-
ed by the Permanent Secretary
of the Ministry, Mr Cornelius
Semiteje, committed to dis-
burse health allocations as soon
as the approval is gotten. The
Permanent Secretary, Delta
State  Ministry of Women
Affairs, Mrs Kevwe Agas, prom-
ised to organize step-down sen-
stization sessions using the rele-
vant women groups’ meeting
days.

The Permanent Secretary, Delta
State Ministry of Chieftaincy
Affairs, requested for a revisit
by the advocacy team to meet
with all the traditional rulers in

Advocacy team with PS Delta State Ministry of Women Affairs

the state during their monthly
meeting. He promised to repro-
duce the
advocacy

talking points
for tradition-
al rulers and

avail  them
with  copies
of the docu-
' ment.

On his own
part, the
Honourable Commissioner for
Information, represented by
the Permanent Secretary, Mr
Paul Osahor (JP), pledged to air
for free malaria jingles on rele-
vant state owned media and to
use existing platforms to sensi-
tize the public on ways to pre-
vent, test and treat malaria as
well as access free malaria ser-
vices.

The Permanent Secretary, Di-
rectorate of Local Government
Affairs, Mr E.B Itedjere, said he
would arrange for the advocacy
team to meet with all the Local
Government Chairmen in the
state to have a close interaction
with them. The General Manag-
er, Delta Broadcasting Station
(DBS), Mr  Frank  Whyte
Osagohien, pledged to champi-
on the
‘ZeroMalariaStartsWithMe’

Campaign free of charge on air,
use the advocacy talking points
and other ma-
laria materials
at their disposal
to carry out free
sensitization on
malaria in pidg-

-

-~ in and other
local  dialects,
® and hold

meetings with

PAGE 2

all the various media outlets on how best to foster
messaging on malaria elimination in the state.

In the meantime, the Delta State Commissioner of
Health represented by the Permanent Secretary, Dr
Ejiro Ogheneaga assured the advocacy team of im-
proved support for malaria control activities, engage-

"Team with PS Delta State Ministry of Information
ment of

more health workers to address the malaria challenge
among other diseases, and to ensure that the ware-
house for medical commodities is completed. .

Rethinking Malaria in COVID-19

Following a yearlong global engagement with various
malaria stakeholders, Harvard University along-side
co-sponsors have recently presented a global webi-
nar on “Rethinking Malaria in the Context of COVID—-
19.

The event was chaired by Professor Rose Leke with

reputable key speakers and discussants across the
globe such as the Director, Global Malaria Pro-
gramme, World Health Organization, Dr Pedro L.
Alonso, Malaria Technical Director, National Malaria
Elimination Programme (NMEP) Professor Olugben-
ga Ayodeji Mokuolu and others.

The webinar proposed new strategies for malaria gov-
ernance and financing at the global, national, and
district/community levels, identified opportunities for
maximizing impact with existing tools and best prac-
tices through strengthened implementation, highlight-
ed areas where new technology and operational inno-
vation (from COVID-19 learnings and beyond) can
catalyze progress toward malaria eradication and
elimination, and also identified essential gaps in train-
ing and capacity building to continue innovation.

(For more, visit https.//rethinkingmalaria.org/)
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WHO Supports Zonal Malaria Reviews NMEP Conducts IMSV
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They visits also sought to identify ways to strengthen

the health sector to deliver malaria control interventions
more effectively, provide on-site hands-on mentorship
and coaching to health care providers where necessary,
triangulate and clean-up of data errors identified after
uploading HMIS data on DHIS and LMIS data on
Navision. Additionally, the visits provided the opportuni-
ty to do on-the-job mentoring of health workers on case

manaFement of malaria and malaria in pregnancy, spot-

Primary Health Ceté nspRG) p@.nidl .OcﬁweckoﬂaeataErcl)ﬁ!egti%nlarrwld%ollaq'igntpr%c%stses,and
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meetings. States developed
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At the end dayeadh chf fogetse£d on how to support

APCON hosts NMEP, BA-N

Representatives of NMEP and Breakthrough Action Nigeria (BA-N) have Key ﬁr?dln'g.s frorr.1 the_VISItS’ acc.ordlng .to reports, were .
paid an advocacy visit to the Registrar, Advertising Practitioners Council unavailability of job aids/malaria algorithm and MIP poli-
of Nigeria (APCON), Dr Olalekan Fadolapo and his team in Abuja to seek cy documents, poor data management in most facilities,
support for correct malaria messaging and discuss possible ways of ad- inadequate trained medical personnel to handle malaria
dressing the issue of misleading adverts which highlights malaria treat-

ment without testing. This was a follow up based on observations on - P

advertisements from pharmaceutical companies that encourage Nigeri- =

ans to self-diagnose and self-treat malaria with ACTs once there is fever
and other symptoms of malaria without the explicit mention or refer-
ence to the nationally recommended parasitological testing.

Cross section of participants from the South West Zonal Review

v u v (93

During the visit it was stressed that proper diagnosis is important in en-
suring patients receive the right treatment at the right time as parasite-
based diagnostic testing of malaria improves the overall management of
patients with febrile illnesses, particularly by helping to identify patients
who do not have malaria and as such do not need an antimalarial medi-
cine but a different treatment. The malaria partners emphasized that
following this protocol will also allow prompt testing and proper treat-
ment of other causes of fever

< ! .
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A group photo at the end of the advocacy to APCON



VOLUME 3 ISSUE 3 PAGE 4
attendance made various comn
BA_N hOStS FBOS ment efforts . Commiat mentas cmad
cluded: refurbishment of dil
some primary health centers
Recogni zing t hestcartietsiéc ahle arlotlhe tporfong roaf mmeasl awiitah commodi ti es
religious | eadesrpse caisf iicnfflouceunsc gorng nhaelaalrtiha oauntdr eaches in col
and rol e model si nicnl utdhienigr svuaprpioeruts nfeonrt ,h elaelvtelr agi ng on i ts n
communities and ntfhrea srtercuecnttur e dainsds esniianfaftien gme sTshaeges on mal a
roles played duwoirnkgs htohpe pQd @WIliDdaendd oprrioemottaet itohne pr acti ce of
19 pandemi c, Brfeoark tthhreo ugeha der se sotfa bHB Gshionng othiieea t t BEwe hf ahar
ACTI @ONger iNg (hBASurrent bur den nsonsdg uceosn ttroo la sesfi-st member s ac
organi zekealy aa dbwnefcarctys f or Mal artioa hianv eNirgeetriirae,d member s ser v
wor kshop-BaheedF&iritghhl i ght ed theheraqltehs fagncdi |riet-i es
ggnlzatlons ( F Bsp)o nosni bMa!IlaIrHeas onf akBt%rourksjlhg@,fICeTlehONtated t ha
six states ( Ak wae nbbeorns, |Ehenrmaelar|at
. ue 0 rk these Faith
Cross River, N af soarrtasw a ,a nHdl agtoetaut heem Ho mm| |
utl m?nt.of their commi
and Oyo) . on actionabl e ne X t steps o i m- . .
i n{a.larlaf outlc.omes in the six
A tot al of 240 perxoevceutplavr 'rﬁ:e'npa olnoen ion rOe| Iagblooruast|on wi t h t
bers of FBOs droarwgnanf'rzoarﬁ'd)h”rsl s‘;’]‘g,nd I 842 d ! B A
tian Associati o o INi gPelr0 9% ml n S
(CAN), Jamadat ¢S aNdsNhli-1 Tihs® a®
(IJNI') and FederS&tMiveend oafs Mus 13
Women Associ at iSotnf eonfgt,\hlene rtihge
( FOMWAN) attended 119 U rlje.ad
shop in the six htealth aut
) . prove collabor
According t.o |nfoonrtn?aot||on f_ro
BAN office in Abuj a the ai

of the wor kshopAtwashet oendetOft ht |
commit ment of FrpRds@alyed t%reganl w
Pilot Trials for Malaria VVector
Control Commenced

In a bid to reinforce malaria

A cross section of participants at the workshop

i.e., abdominal physiological condition) on anopheline
vectors of malaria in the selected communities. It will

elimination efforts in the coun-
try, the Federal Ministry of

Health through the National
Malaria Elimination Pro-
gramme in collaboration with
Olomitutu Kalt Limited has
commenced a pilot trial of
Aragon Insecticide for malaria
vector control in Nigeria.

The trial is taking place in Eb-
onyi and Niger States of Nige-

ria.

The Integrated Vector Man-
agement (IVM) unit of NMEP
stated that the first phase will
gather baseline information
(with respect to species com-
position, relative abundance,
room resting density, human
biting rate, and feeding status,

—

NC/NMEP, Dr Perpetua Uhomoibhi

also determine the insecticidal efficacy of Aragon as
an aerosol spray against malaria vectors in the select-
ed communities as well as people’s perception and
acceptability of Aragon insecticide for malaria vector
control.

The unit noted that the product, if confirmed to be ef-
fective, will offer unique contributions to the control of
vectors especially mosquitoes and vector borne dis-
eases, especially among those who work late in the
night and whose bodies cannot tolerate everyday di-
rect skin application of mosquito repellents, in schools,
public places such as recreation centers, social cen-
ters, health facilities such as hospital, etc. essentially
as a personal protective measure.

The unit added that, additionally, Integrated Residual

_Spray (IRS) is being implemented in Borno state with

support from MENTOR Initiative. This is being carried
out in 3 LGAs - Jere, Maiduguri and Mongunu. The
1st phase of implementation is currently ongoing.
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‘@’ Our Mission

To provide equitable, comprehensive,

cost-effective, efficient and impactful

National Malaria Elimination

malaria control interventions through
Programme

transparent, accountable, client-
Contact us:

. _ o ~ oriented, community-owned and multi-
Abia House, Central Business District, Abuja

National Coordinator: Dr. Perpetua sectoral approaches that contribute to
Uhomoibhi a strengthened health system

Phone: +234 805 912 1416
Phone: +234 802 321 2931 ] . Lo
Email: puhomoibhi@yahoo.com For a Malaria-Free Nigeriai Play

/pepuhomoibhi2024@gmail.com Your Part

/nmepacsm@gmail.com This publication is brought to

you by the Advocacy, Commu-
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Nigeria Rolls out 2021 Malaria Indicator Survey

Malaria Strategic Plan (NMSP), the

The National Malaria Elimination Pro- of Health, Dr Osagie Ehanire, .

. . . Sustainable Development Goals
gramme (NMEP) in collaboration with the represented by the Permanent (SDG 3), the Global Technical Strate-
National Population Commission (NPC) Secretary, Federal Ministry of '

with technical support from ICF Internation-  Health, Mallam Maman Mahmu-
al has commenced the conduct of the 2021 da, stated that the last in-

Nigeria Malaria Indicator Survey (NMIS). country malaria indicator survey
The survey will be tracking several indica- was conducted in 2015 which
tors on net use, practices used to test and availed Nigeria the opportuni-
treat, prevalence of malaria, and ties to ascertain the progress
knowledge/ attitudes/practices among oth- made in the national malaria
ers. control efforts. He observed that
Speaking at the launch of the NMIS data the trajectory in the achieve-

ments being recorded over

Rep of WHO Nig makes her remarks as Malaria

collection recently, the Honorable Minister k i
time shows gradual paradigm  Technical Director, Prof Mokuolu watches

shift from malaria control to
malaria elimination informed by
evidences tracked over the
years and the use of innovative
technologies in activity imple-
mentation.

gy (GTS) 2016 — 2030, and efforts in
achieving the Universal Health Cov-
erage (UHC). He expressed optimism
that the survey will generate the
much needed data that will help re-
view strategies for combating the

The Hon Minister said the 2021 malaria menace in the country, identi-

NMIS when completed will re- fy gaps, as well as afford the oppor-
flect how the key findings align  tunity to contribute individual and
with the performance frame- collective quota to the elimination of
work of the operating National the disease. Continued on Page 5

PS, FMoH, flanked by DPH launching 2021 NMIS



